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HIV sceptics beyond stupid, says top scientist 
By: Jeremy Roberts 
THE man jointly credited with discovering HIV has blasted the Supreme Court of South Australia for 
wasting time hearing a case that questions the existence of the killer virus. 
Robert Gallo, the American scientist who established the link between HIV and AIDS in 1984, 
appeared for the prosecution yesterday in the application for an appeal by an HIV-positive man 
convicted of exposing three women to the virus. 
``I can't believe that it occupies the time of the court -- it is that absurd,'' Professor Gallo said. 
Defence witnesses -- medical physicist Eleni Papadopulos-Eleopulos and emergency doctor Val 
Turner-- have testified that the science behind HIV is flawed, that the virus has not been purified, that 
tests for it are indirect and unreliable, and that it is not sexually transmitted or the cause of AIDS. 
They appeared for Andre Chad Parenzee, 36, who was convicted in February last year on three 
counts of endangering life. 
Professor Gallo said he had reviewed much of the defence testimony and rejected it as 
``misunderstanding'' at best, and ``misrepresentation'' of HIV and AIDS research, at worst. 
He called on numerous medical fields and his vast research experience to describe HIV, its first 
laboratory isolation in the 1980s, its attack on the immune system, and the success of treatments and 
blood screening. 
Professor Gallo's testimony was a coup for prosecutors, who have fought Parenzee's application in 
more than three weeks of hearings since March last year. 
Professor Gallo gave evidence by satellite, appearing in the corner of an office at his research institute 
in Baltimore, Maryland, about 9pm Baltimore time. He described the defence testimony as ``beyond 
stupid'', ``sad'', ``deeply nonsensical'' and ``extremely wrong''. 
He suggested the defence witnesses, members of the HIV dissident study circle the Perth Group, 
were using the case as ``a ploy'' to advance their theories. 
He lost patience with defence lawyer Kevin Borick's ``provocative'' questioning of the accuracy of HIV 
tests. 
``You are driving me nuts with this ... for God's sake,'' he said. 
Claiming ``no one knows more about HIV testing than me'', he said his work had contributed to the 
cleansing of HIV from Australia's donor blood supply in the late 1980s. ``I don't expect a thankyou but 
I don't expect to be provoked to that degree,'' he said. 
Since 1996, Professor Gallo has led the Institute for Human Virology, which employs more than 100 
scientists researching chronic viruses, including HIV. 
He was the most-cited scientist between 1980 and 1995. In the past 20 years he has been rated third 
in the world in ``impact factor'', which measures scientists' influence outside their field. 
He has 27 honorary degrees and has twice won the Albert Lasker Award in Medicine, the most 
recognised award for biomedical science in the US. 
But it was possible his appearance backfired yesterday, when he appeared to take exception to the 
court inquiring into the science of HIV and AIDS. He was asked by prosecutor Sandi McDonald to 
consider the defence's proposition that HIV does not cause AIDS. ``That's a silly comment ... It is a 
sad commentary,'' he said, prompting judge John Sullan to comment: ``Not everybody would say 
that.'' 
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IN BRIEF 
HIV case warning 
LAWYERS for an HIV-positive man who endangered the lives of three women have been warned 
that much of their defence testimony has been incomprehensible. Judge John Sulan told defence 
counsel Kevin Borick QC yesterday that he could not follow the evidence of HIV sceptic and semiretired 
emergency doctor Valender Turner, who has testified that HIV tests are unreliable. The 
judge's comments came during an application for appeal presented at the South Australian Supreme 
Court by Andre Chad Parenzee, 36, who is in jail awaiting sentence on three counts of endangering 
life. 
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Drugs `cut risk of passing on HIV' 
By: Jeremy Roberts 
AN Adelaide court has heard it is ``very unlikely'' for an HIV-positive person to pass on the virus during 
unprotected sex if they are being successfully treated with anti-retroviral drugs. 
The admission came from Dominic Dwyer, a senior virologist at the Centre for Infectious Diseases and 
Microbiology at Westmead Hospital in Sydney. 
He was appearing for the prosecution in the appeal of HIV-positive man Andre Chad Parenzee, who 
has been convicted for exposing three women with whom he had sex to the virus. 
Dr Dwyer told the South Australian Supreme Court that anti-retroviral drugs were commonly used to 
reduce an HIV patient's ``viral load'' below that which could be detected. 
``If you have reduced your viral load to less than detectable levels, it is very unlikely to transmit it to 
other people,'' Dr Dwyer said. ``Not impossible, mind you.'' 
The statement was met with caution by Don Baxter, executive director of the Federation of AIDS 
Organisations, following figures last month showing HIV infections in Australia had increased by 41 
per cent between 2000 and 2005. 
``People can be on treatments and when the treatments lose effectiveness, their viral load can 
increase and the patient may not know this,'' Mr Baxter told The Australian. ``Therefore it is quite 
dangerous to rely on their last viral load result, which can be up six months previous.'' 
Dr Dwyer was giving evidence to rebut two defence witnesses, HIV sceptics from the Perth Group. 
The defence witnesses, medical physicist Eleni Papadopulos-Eleopulos and emergency doctor Val 
Turner, testified that HIV has not been adequately identified and is not sexually transmitted, and that 
HIV tests only measured pointers for the virus, not the virus itself. 
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HIV sceptics' data `half truth' 
By: Jeremy Roberts 
THE director of Australia's central HIV-testing laboratory has accused a group of HIV sceptics -- 
whose testimony is helping the appeal of a man convicted of deliberately infecting women with the 
virus -- of presenting ``half-truths'' and outdated science. 
Labelling as a ``travesty'' the group's claims that HIV has never been properly identified and that HIVtests 
are inadequate, Elizabeth Dax yesterday called on the Perth Group to ``move on''. 
Dr Dax, director of the National Serology Reference Laboratory in Melbourne, said the Perth Group's 
testimony in the Adelaide trial of Andre Chad Parenzee was ``half truth''. 
``Their information is incomplete -- some of the transcript starts out to be true but then is cordoned off 
from the vast amount of scientific evidence,'' she said. ``It may have been true in part in 1983, but they 
have never moved on. But we have moved on and I think we should all move on.'' 
Dr Dax was the third of what will be up to eight witnesses for the prosecution to debunk the evidence 
of the Perth Group, led by medical physicist Eleni Papadopulos-Eleopulos. 
Parenzee was diagnosed HIV-positive eight years ago but did not tell three women with whom he had 
sexual relationships. 
One of them contracted the virus and last year Parenzee was convicted on three counts of 
endangering life. He is in jail awaiting sentence. 
Court of Criminal Appeal judge John Sulan must decide whether to refer the conviction of Parenzee, 
36, to the full court for an appeal. It would then decide if the Perth Group's testimony warranted a 
retrial. 
Dr Dax's laboratory is the peak body in charge of the quality and accuracy of Australia's HIV testing 
and screening. She rejected testimony by the Perth Group's Val Turner that there was no ``gold 
standard'' available with which to compare HIV test results. 
She said the genetic sequence of HIV was used to identify the retro-virus, among other direct 
methods of detecting it. 
She said the scientific paper quoted by Dr Turner to support his claim was written in 1989 -- before the 
development of fast methods of identifying the virus. 
One US-based HIV sceptic, Michael Geiger, told The Australian yesterday that the claim in the case 
that HIV ``didn't exist'' was beside the point. 
Instead, the court should be focusing on whether HIV caused AIDS -- a point about which there was 



considerable doubt, hesaid. 
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HIV deniers `a joke' 
By: Jeremy Roberts 
A PERTH-BASED group of HIV sceptics that has told an Adelaide court the virus does not exist have 
been described as ``radical, even among AIDS denialists'' by a New York-based researcher. 
John Moore of Cornell Medical School said the Perth Group of medics was ``semi-professional'' and 
dangerous to public health. 
``They are considered to be among the more radical of AIDS denialists because they don't even 
believe HIV exists,'' Professor Moore said. 
The Perth Group, led by medical physicist Eleni Papadopulos-Eleopulos has for more than three 
weeks given ``expert'' testimony claiming HIV has never been isolated in the laboratory and is not 
sexually transmitted. 
The claims came in the appeal of Andre Chad Parenzee, 36, who is attempting to get a retrial on 
charges of endangering the lives of three former girlfriends by having sex with them knowing he was 
HIV-positive. 
The case continues today in the South Australian Court of Criminal Appeal before judge John Sulan. 
The case has attracted a star-studded line-up of prosecution experts from leading Australian 
universities and teaching hospitals, including renowned immunologist and former Australian of the 
Year Gustav Nossal. 
Professor Moore's comments are part of his pursuit of AIDS denialists, on the internet and with 
opinion pieces in The New York Times and a letter to Harper's Magazine. 
He said the Perth Group were ``not in the mainstream of AIDS denialism'', and were considered a 
``joke'' by HIV and AIDS researchers. 
Professor Moore, who has written and co-written more than 200 peer-reviewed articles on HIV and 
AIDS, said: ``They are not experts except in their own minds. They have never worked on HIV, with 
HIV patients, or studied it first-hand. It is the equivalent of me saying I'm an expert in astrophysics 
because I've read some books on it.'' 
The Parenzee prosecution has objected to the court giving the Perth Group ``expert'' status. 
Justice Sulan has deferred the objection until after the defence and prosecution testimony is heard. 
Perth Group member Val Turner said on Friday he was walking in the footsteps of scientific mavericks 
such as Galileo, who was imprisoned by the Catholic Church for his espousal of the sun-centred solar 
system. Professor Moore said this was ``bullshit''. 
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Medic cans colleagues' HIV views 
By: Jeremy Roberts 
A LEADING HIV specialist has lashed out at two of his colleagues at Royal Perth Hospital for 
pedalling views "harmful to my patients". 
Giving evidence at the Supreme Court of South Australia yesterday, Martin French said: "I believe 
their views are harmful to the patients that I and others treat for HIV infection." 
Professor French has worked at the hospital with two other medical professionals, physicist Eleni 
PapadopulosEleopulos and emergency doctor Val Turner, for more than 10 years. 
But yesterday he emerged on the opposite side of an appeal of a man convicted of knowingly 
exposing three women to HIV. 
Ms Papadopulos-Eleopulos and Dr Turner represent the Perth Group and have spent more than two 
weeks giving evidence in support of Andre Chad Parenzee, a 36-year-old with HIV who has been 
convicted of knowingly endangering the lives of three women by having unprotected sex with them. 



Assuming the status of "HIV experts", based on more than 20 years of studying scientific papers, the 
Perth Group claims HIV is not the cause of AIDS and is not sexually transmitted. 
Professor French said yesterday he first became concerned about their views 10 years ago when he 
read them in the Perth media. 
"I became extremely concerned that Royal Perth Hospital was being associated with their views," he 
said. 
The hospital refused to intervene, apparently claiming the group had a right to publicise its views. 
But in 2004, following the publication of an article in Perth's Sunday Times newspaper, Professor 
French asked the Australian Society for HIV Medicine to approach the hospital. 
In the past month, RPH has told the group to stop making links to the hospital. References to RPH 
have been removed from the group's website. 
In court, Professor French said the group was "sending the completely wrong views to the Perth 
population" and "undermined the public health message", which had "a tangible effect on the day-today 
care of patients". 
Judge John Sulan appeared to lose patience with Dr Turner's evidence. 
Recalling leading HIV researcher and University of NSW professor David Cooper's testimony on 
Thursday that HIV tests were 99.9 per cent accurate, Dr Turner was asked if he agreed. 
"I can't answer that with a yes or a no," he replied. 
"You have been presented to this court as an expert," Justice Sulan said. 
"Do you think he (Professor Cooper) made that up?" 
Dr Turner said that HIV tests were not assessed according to the "gold standard" of the presence of 
HIV, but by the presence of several antibodies that were HIV markers. 
Justice Sulan has deferred his decision on assigning "expert witness" status on the Perth Group 
representatives until the hearings are over. 
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Expert attacks HIV sceptics 
By: Jeremy Roberts 
ONE of the world's top HIV researchers has branded as ``wrong, mischievous and harmful'' claims by 
an organised group of HIV deniers that the virus does not lead to AIDS. 
David Cooper, director of the National Centre in HIV Epidemiology and Clinical Research at the 
University of NSW, said the evidence tendered to the Supreme Court of South Australia by the socalled 
Perth Group lacked ``any scientific validity'' and endangered lives in Australia and the 
developing world. 
``Saying that HIV is not sexually transmissible is a tragedy for us in Australia who are trying to prevent 
people from getting sick,'' said Professor Cooper, who is cited within the top 10 experts on HIV in the 
world. 
``It is a tragedy for the people in the developing world who might think they will not get sick after they 
read about these claims.'' 
Professor Cooper gave evidence yesterday for the Director of Public Prosecutions in an appeal 
launched by Andre Chad Parenzee, 35, who has been convicted for knowingly exposing three women 
to HIV by having unprotected sex with them. 
For more than two weeks, representatives of the Perth Group have testified under oath that HIV does 
not lead to AIDS. 
Perth Group members Eleni Papadopulos-Eleopulos and Val Turner also claim HIV is not sexually 
transmitted and has never been properly isolated and identified in the lab. 
Professor Cooper, the first of up to eight prosecution witnesses, took the stand yesterday as part of a 
DPP move to debunk the claims. Up to six other HIV experts, including famous immunologist and 
former Australian of the Year Gustav Nossal, are expected to provide evidence. 
Professor Cooper's facility leads clinical trials of new therapies and vaccines for HIV and he is head of 
the Immunology-HIV-Infectious Diseases Clinical Service Unit at St Vincent's Hospital in Sydney. He 
has treated more than 2500 HIV-AIDS patients. 
He is author of more than 400 published scientific papers, mostly on HIV and AIDS, and is a past 
president of the International AIDS Society. 
Professor Cooper is also chair of the AIDS vaccine advisory committee of the World Health 



Organisation and UNAIDS. 
He said he had read some transcripts of the evidence of the Perth Group in the appeal and was also 
familiar with their work as a HIV sceptic group dating from the late 1980s. 
``We believe that their statements are wrong, mischievous and harmful,'' he said. 
Professor Cooper was asked to respond to the Perth Group's central claim that HIV has never been 
properly identified, or ``does not exist''. 
``To say that it doesn't exist is just scientific mis-truth,'' he said. 
He said HIV had been identified by three methods since its discovery in the 1980s and the most 
effective modern method was using molecular biology to identify its genetic sequence. 
The case continues. 
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HIV experts line up to refute denier 
By: Jeremy Roberts 
ROYAL Perth Hospital has been urged to cease all support for a staff member who denied the 
existence of HIV while giving evidence in court. 
Flinders University emeritus professor Peter McDonald, who conducts research on HIV-AIDS, said 
members of The Perth Group, led by Eleni Papadopulos-Eleopulos, ``should not be tolerated by their 
institutions who are employing them as scientists and medical professionals''. 
``The hospital can withdraw supplies and decree they must never indicate any association with Royal 
Perth Hospital in any communication they make, either in writing or on the internet,'' Professor 
McDonald said. 
Ms Papadopulos-Eleopulos, who is a medical physicist at RPH, has been giving evidence in the 
appeal of Andre Chad Parenzee, 35, who has been convicted of exposing three women to the deadly 
virus by failing to tell them he was HIV-positive. 
She has testified for the defence that HIV does not exist, does not cause AIDS and is not sexually 
transmitted. 
Her testimony, along with that of her colleague at The Perth Group, emergency doctor Val Turner, has 
spurred at least seven eminent Australian HIV-AIDS researchers to give evidence for the prosecution. 
That evidence starts today with a video link-up from the South Australian Supreme Court in Adelaide 
to David Cooper, director of the National Centre in HIV Epidemiology and Clinical Research at the 
University ofNSW. 
Immunologist Gustav Nossal is expected to give either written or oral evidence next week, along with 
renowned HIV-AIDS researcher and University of Melbourne associate professor Elizabeth Dax. 
Professor McDonald will also take the stand, but yesterday he expanded on claims made in court by 
the prosecution that The Perth Group was misrepresenting published scientific papers to support its 
claims about HIV and AIDS. 
He called for Australian ethical standards, as set out by the National Health and Medical Research 
Council, to be applied to The Perth Group. 
A council spokesman said ethical standards were not enforceable upon scientists unless they 
received council funding. The Perth Group does not. 
The current joint NHMRC-Australian Vice-Chancellors Committee guidelines on ethical standards, 
which dates from 1997, says: ``A researcher shall not with intent deceive, or in reckless disregard for 
the truth, omit a fact so that what is stated or presented as a whole states or presents a material or 
significant falsehood.'' 
RPH executive director Philip Montgomery said: ``Royal Perth Hospital does not support The Perth 
Group's views on HIV, and group members have been instructed that they will not use any hospital 
resources for work related to their private research. 
``Furthermore, the staff have also been instructed that their private research should not be linked in 
any way to Royal Perth Hospital.'' 
Ms Papadopulos-Eleopulos strongly denied misrepresenting others research, admitting that she 
accurately represents data from papers but may disagree with the ``analysis and speculation'' of the 
papers' authors. 
And she said an agreement with the hospital made in 1988 allowed her to publish research admitting 
her link to the hospital. 
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HIV sceptic backs unprotected sex 
By: Jeremy Roberts, Elizabeth Gosch 
A MEDICAL physicist at Royal Perth Hospital has declared that she would have unprotected sex with 
an HIV-positive man, believing she would not be at risk of infection. 
Eleni Papadopulos-Eleopulos was giving testimony at the Supreme Court of South Australia during an 
appeal by a man convicted of exposing three women to HIV. 
She was asked by prosecutor Sandi McDonald whether ``you would have unprotected vaginal sex 
with a HIV-positive man''. 
``Any time,'' replied Ms Papadopulos-Eleopulos. 
The admission came on the last day of Ms Papadopulos-Eleopulos' cross examination. She is the 
lead expert witness for Andre Chad Parenzee, 35, who was convicted in February last year on three 
counts of endangering life. A jury found Parenzee had unprotected sex with three women despite 
knowing he was HIV-positive. He infected one of them. 
He remains in custody awaiting sentencing. His mother, Jeanette Thumlert, has spent $250,000 on 
her son's defence. Some of that money has gone to flying two expert witnesses from Perth on three 
occasions since October last year. 
The witnesses, Ms Papadopulos-Eleopulos and emergency doctor Val Turner, represent the Perth 
Group. 
The group's key claim is that HIV has never been isolated and identified as a retrovirus. HIV is the 
result of the misinterpretation of laboratory phenomena and experiments, the group says. 
Ms Papadopulos-Eleopulos says AIDS is a disease that results from the oxidising of the inside of the 
body from repeated exposure to semen resulting from passive anal intercourse. It is not a ``virus'' and 
cannot be ``transmitted'' from one person to another during sex. 
Ms Papadopulos-Eleopulos's views are largely ignored by mainstream scientific journals. 
She has a bachelor of science and is a medical physicist at Royal Perth Hospital, with Perth Group 
member David Causer, the head of clinical physics. 
A spokeswoman for the hospital said neither worked with AIDS patients or in HIV research. ``Their 
views are not consistent with the hospital's views on HIV-AIDS,'' she said. 
Despite the Perth Group's marginal position, its evidence in the Parenzee appeal has spurred up to 
seven eminent HIV-AIDS scientists to give rebuttal testimony. The prosecution has told the court that 
Ms Papadopulos-Eleopulos has misrepresented scientific papers and will call some of the papers' 
authors to set the record straight. 
Renowned immunologist and World Health Organisation public health expert Sir Gustav Nossal is 
preparing to give written evidence or appear in person debunking the testimony. He has called the 
HIV sceptics ``a very considerable embarrassment to Australian science''. 
Yesterday Ms Papadoplulos-Eleopulos continued her strident defence of her claims. 
She was asked to consider the good record of anti-retroviral drugs in extending the lives of HIV-AIDS 
patients. 
Judge John Sulan asked: ``Is it your evidence that it is a waste of resources to give anti-retrovirals to 
pregnant women?'' 
``Yes,'' she said. 
The case continues. 
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Nossal attacks HIV sceptics 
By: Jeremy Roberts 
LEADING scientist Gustav Nossal has stepped into a courtroom showdown, labelling a group of selfstyled 
experts who claim HIV does not exist as ``a considerable scientific embarrassment''. 
Sir Gustav, Australian of the Year in 2000 and an immunologist of global stature, will join up to six 
leading Australian HIV-AIDS scientists in Adelaide this week to give evidence in the appeal of an 
HIVpositive 
man convicted of endangering the lives of three women. 
Andre Chad Parenzee, 35, was convicted in February last year on three counts of endangering life. 



South African-born Parenzee -- who had unprotected sex with the women but failed to tell them he 
was HIV-positive -- is in custody awaiting sentencing and faces up to 15 years in jail. 
Sir Gustav and the eminent scientists will dispute Parenzee's two defence witnesses, Eleni 
Papadopulos-Eleopulos and Val Turner, who lead the Perth Group of HIV-AIDS sceptics. 
During two weeks of evidence at the appeal hearing late last year, the Perth Group witnesses 
presented scientific research and arguments claiming that HIV does not exist and was not responsible 
for the global scourge of HIV and AIDS. The defence hopes the hearings will lead to a retrial and 
acquittal. 
HIV-AIDS specialists believe the case has the potential to set a dangerous precedent for public health 
campaigns and the criminal law. 
Sir Gustav yesterday called the HIV sceptics ``a very considerable embarrassment'' to Australian 
science. 
``HIV-AIDS is the most serious communicable disease ever -- worse than the bubonic plague. It is a 
pretty serious thing to set yourselves up attacking the science behind it,'' he said. 
South Australian prosecutors will today continue their cross examination of Ms Papadopulos- 
Eleopulos, a medical physicist at the Royal Perth Hospital, and Dr Turner, who told the court last year 
he was an emergency medicine specialist. 
They believe HIV has never been isolated as an antivirus, since its discovery in the early 1980s, and 
that it does not cause the AIDS disease and cannot be transferred by sexual contact. 
Up to seven prosecution witnesses will begin appearing from Thursday, when Emeritus Professor 
Peter McDonald of Flinders University will take the stand. He is an expert in infectious diseases. 
On Friday, the Royal Perth Hospital immunologist Martin French will take the stand. 
Next Monday, two HIV-AIDS researchers, including world-leading researcher Associate Professor 
Elizabeth Dax, will take the stand. Several of Professor Dax's papers have been quoted by the Perth 
Group and the prosecution has accused them of misrepresenting Professor Dax's findings. 
Professor John Kaldor of the National Centre in HIV Epidemiology is scheduled to appear next 
Tuesday, followed on Wednesday by Professor David Cooper, director of the National Centre in HIV 
Epidemiology and Clinical Research at the University of NSW. 
Sir Gustav will appear next Wednesday if he chooses, otherwise he will send a written report to the 
court. From his office at the University of Melbourne yesterday, he rejected the claims made by the 
Perth Group. 
``The evidence of AIDS being due to a virus is as strong as any other infectious disease you care to 
name -- from measles to polio,'' he said. ``I was recently chairman in a meeting of the foundation that 
gave $300 million to finding an AIDS vaccine -- I doubt Bill and Melinda Gates would be giving that 
money if AIDS was not caused by a virus.'' 
Monash University professor Suzanne Crowe, head of the Burnet Institute's HIV Pathogenesis and 
Clinical Research Program and not a witness in the case, said that unless the prosecution wins the 
legal showdown, it would set a ``dangerous precedent'' in the global AIDS fight. 
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HIV lawyers rebuked  
  
By: Jeremy Roberts     
 
  
LAWYERS for an HIV-positive man convicted of endangering the lives of three former lovers were chastised 
by a judge yesterday for not providing adequate scientific research to back a claim that HIV does not exist. 
Andre Chad Parenzee is applying to appeal against his conviction. In an Australian first, judge John Sulan, of 
the South Australian Court of Criminal Appeal, is hearing evidence that questions the existence of HIV as the 
retrovirus that causes the deadly AIDS disease. 
After two HIV dissidents testified in October that HIV has never been isolated as a retrovirus in a laboratory, 
prosecutor Sandi McDonald told the court yesterday she could not proceed because the majority of the works 
cited by the two witnesses had not been provided. 



Justice Sulan told the court: ``It seems to me curious ... that someone can make a presentation, and the source 
material cannot be located.'' 
The hearing continues.  
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Accused denies existence of HIV  
  
By: Jeremy Roberts     
  
AN HIV-positive man convicted of endangering the lives of three girlfriends is attempting to turn 
conventional science on its head by denying the existence of the virus that leads to AIDS. 
Andre Chad Parenzee was convicted in February of endangering the lives of three women and faces 15 years 
in prison. One of the women now has HIV. 
This week, he enlisted the expert evidence of two self-styled researchers -- both members of the so-called 
Perth Group -- who have used the witness stand to attack the ``HIV myth''. 
In what is believed to be an international legal and medical first, South Australian Supreme Court judge John 
Sulan has set aside two weeks effectively to put HIV on trial. 
Prosecutors have prepared several expert witnesses to shore up more than two decades of global research -- 
which underpins public health and safe sex campaigns -- that HIV causes AIDS and is contracted through 
unprotected sex. 
Prosecutors objected in this week's leave-to-appeal hearing to Parenzee's witnesses' status as ``experts'' but 
Justice Sulan said he would address the objection after their evidence was heard. 
The court heard argument from Parenzee's counsel, Kevin Borick, who is working pro bono, that his client's 
conviction cannot stand if HIV is based on flimsy science. 
His expert witnesses received no money for their appearance this week, but their airfares from Perth were 
paid for by Parenzee's mother. 
Perth-based medical physicist Eleni Papadopulos-Eleopulos, who has a Bachelor of Science and works as a 
medical engineer at Royal Perth Hospital, told the court that HIV was mistakenly identified by a French 
scientific team in 1983, which was headed by Luc Montagnier. 
In a 50-page Powerpoint presentation, Ms Papadopulos-Eleopulos said AIDS had nothing to do with HIV, 
which -- if it existed at all -- was not a retrovirus and not transmitted between people by sexual intercourse. 
Ms Papadopulos-Eleopulos argued that HIV had never been isolated, and was only identified in 1983 by a 
process called ``reverse transcription'', which is said to create retroviruses. 
She said the reverse transcription observed by Dr Montagnier in 1983, the so-called ``discovery of HIV'', was 
not specific to HIV. 
She said the main risk factors for getting AIDS remained the passive role in anal intercourse, and intravenous 
drug use. 
Ms Papadopulos-Eleopulos claimed AIDS was caused by prolonged exposure to semen, which oxidised cells, 
degrading them and led to numerous other serious illnesses -- the AIDS-related illnesses -- which end in 
death. 
Secondly, she cited numerous scientific papers that concluded that vaginal sex did not transmit HIV. 
Ms Papadopulos-Eleopulos cited a 1997 published paper by University of California researcher Nancy Padian 
that the risk of a male transmitting HIV to a female at 0.0009 per cent, for each act of vaginal intercourse. 
According to the Padian paper, a man would have to have sex with his wife three times a week for 27.4 years 
to expose her to a 95 per cent risk of passing on HIV. 
Ms Papadopulos-Eleopulos's colleague at the Perth Group, Val Turner, testified that the testing of HIV was 
``indirect'' -- it measured the presence of proteins and antibodies in blood assumed to be triggered by HIV. 
Mr Turner said there was no test to directly detect HIV 
 


