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80% of mobile clinic users test HIV-positive   
  
PHUKET: Phuket Governor Niran Kalayanamit has ordered all government 
agencies to step up the battle against the spread of HIV, after some 80% of 
people who used a mobile clinic tested positive for HIV.   
  
Addressing a monthly meeting of provincial government office heads at the 
Thavorn Grand Plaza Hotel yesterday, Gov Niran said he was particularly 
worried about the spread of HIV/Aids among sex workers in Patong.   
  
He described the increase in HIV/Aids cases in the area as "startling".   
  
Gov Niran urged all government agencies involved to redouble their efforts in 
testing for the disease and increasing public awareness of the need for 
protection.   
  
Am-Orn Kittitornkul, Chief of the Phuket Provincial Health Office 
HIV/Aids section, told the Gazette that her office two months ago began 
operating a "mobile clinic" offering free blood tests for HIV/Aids and 
vaginal examinations to check for other sexually transmitted diseases 
(STDs).   
  
Most of the 100 or so people who used the service were female sex 
workers, some 80% to 90% of whom tested positive for HIV, she said.   
  
About 20% tested positive for other STDs, including gonorrhea, she 
added.   
  
In 2005, some 6,000 people used a similar free service offered by government 
hospitals in Phuket. About 10,000 people used the hospital service this year, 
though many of them were repeat patients who were tested in 2005, K. Am-
Orn said.   
  
Most were women in their reproductive years, she added.   
  
K. Am-Orn explained that 71 patients receiving government hospital 
treatment for Aids have died of the disease in the first 11 months of this 
year.   
  
The total could reach 100 deaths by year's end, she said.   
  
Since the PPHO began keeping records of the disease in 1989, the total 
number of HIV/Aids cases reported is 4,214. This number does not include 
patients diagnosed or treated at private hospitals and clinics.   



  
Phuket now has the fourth-highest per capita incidence of Aids in Thailand, 
behind Ranong, Trat and Phayao provinces, she said.   
  
Am-Orn said most entertainment places (that indirectly offer sexual services) 
have become more strict with testing measures. A-go-go bars in Patong 
require staff to undergo blood tests for HIV every three or six months, she 
said.   
  
Kathu District Chief Khantee Silapa, under whose jurisdiction Patong falls, 
said his office will conduct monthly checks of entertainment venues to ensure 
they are complying with staff testing.   
  
Those failing to comply will not have their entertainment licenses renewed, he 
said.   
  
Despite Phuket's booming sex industry, last month only 69 people were 
arrested for prostitution in the province, according to police records.   
  


